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these efforts we do not succeed, we shall know that we are still not
ready for swaraj.   This is our work, whether we do it now or later.
NON-CO-OPERATION IN RANDER
While I was on my inspection tour of Surat I also visited
Rander. I had been to Rander earlier too, and had then expressed
my disappointment at people's lack of interest there.1 But all that
has changed. There is now a fine national school there, the
wine shop has closed down and everywhere you see men in khadi.
There is virtually no demand for foreign cloth. There is a large
Muslim population in Rander, and some of them are millionaires.
These last have set apart Rs. 60,000 worth of foreign cloth for being
sent to Smyrna. Sons of wealthy Muslims have taken up picketing
wine shops. Thus, from every point of view Rander has made
great progress in non-co-operation. All this enthusiasm has come
during the past two months, in the wake of Maulana Shaukat Ali's
last visit to the place. True, the Rs. 25,000 which the people of
Rander have contributed to the Angora Fund is far from enough
for a community which can give lakhs, and the revered Maulana
Azad Sobhani gave them a piece of his mind for that. I hope
that, though the citizens of Rander have entered late in the race,
they will outstrip all others in the Surat District in every matter.
For this to happen, every youth and every woman in Rander should
get busy with the spinning-wheel or the loom. The notion that a
wealthy person need do no work should be banished from our
minds. It has bred idleness and poverty among us. The rich
too should work for the good of the people. Aurangzeb had little
need to work, but he used to sew caps. We, who are already so
poor, are doubly under obligation to work. Since we have become
slaves through the use of foreign cloth, it is trebly our duty, for
promoting swadeshi, to card, spin and weave.
FOOLISH SUPERSTITIONS
A gentleman in Surat gave me ten rupees saying that the gift
was in fulfilment of a resolution he had made. It seems someone
had recovered from an illness after he had vowed that he would
make an offering to me if he did so. I accepted the money, since
it was for a charitable purpose, but asked the person who gave it
to me not to accept in future money offered on such grounds. Our
country labours under a crushing weight of superstitions and
addition to it in my name would pain me very much indeed.
1 Vide Vol. XX, pp. 36-7.